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Davis Carman 

Davis Carman is the President of Apologia Educational Ministries. Under Davis’ leadership, Apologia 
has grown to provide award-winning K-12 homeschool curriculum for Bible, math, science, social 
studies, and worldview. Davis married his sweetheart, Rachael, in 1986, and God blessed them with 
seven children. They live in Waxhaw, North Carolina, where they enjoy a homeschooling adventure 
of a lifetime, complete with roller-coaster twists and turns and the occasional lazy river ride. Davis 
has a degree in mechanical engineering from Vanderbilt University and a master’s degree from 
Purdue University. He is also the author of several illustrated children’s books designed to instill a 
biblical worldview. Davis is an international speaker and advocates for home education worldwide. 
He and Rachael host a podcast called “Let’s Talk Homeschool” where they talk about all things 
homeschooling. 

Rachael Carman 

A respected international speaker, author, and podcaster, Rachael Carman has traveled the world 
speaking at conferences and retreats, teaching God’s Word to parents and children. Rachael and her 
husband, Davis, own Apologia Education Ministries. A mom to seven and “Coco” to her 
grandchildren, Rachael is a twenty-six-year homeschool veteran and continues to be energized by 
affirming, encouraging, and equipping the next generation of homeschooling families to answer the 
call. Her books, How Many Times Do I Have to Tell You? and How to Have a HEART for Your Kids, are 
winsome calls for moms to live each day at the foot of His throne. Dates with her beloved, dark 
chocolate, afternoon tea, reading a good book, butterfly gardening, beach walking, and bike riding—
these are a few of her favorite things. More than anything else, Rachael is passionate about studying 
the Word of God and challenging and inspiring others to strengthen their faith by deepening their 
walk with the Lord. 

Steve Demme 

Steve and his wife, Sandra, have been married since 1979. They have been blessed with four sons, 
three lovely daughters-in-law, and several grandchildren. Steve has spent years working with youth 
as a teacher in schools (both public and Christian), as a pastor and youth leader in churches, and as a 
counselor and camp director at summer camps. Steve is the creator of Math-U-See and the founder 
of Building Faith Families, a collection of resources developed to strengthen, teach, and encourage 
families as they seek to follow the biblical model for the Christian home. He produces a monthly 
newsletter, a weekly podcast, and a blog. 

Andrew Pudewa 

Andrew Pudewa is the founder and principal speaker of the Institute for Excellence in Writing. 
Presenting around the world, he addresses issues relating to teaching, writing, thinking, spelling, and 
music with clarity, insight, practical experience, and humor. His seminars for parents, students, and 
teachers have helped transform many a reluctant writer and have equipped educators with powerful 
tools to dramatically improve students’ skills. Although he is a graduate of the Talent Education 
Institute in Japan (Suzuki Method) and holds a Certificate of Child Brain Development, his best 
endorsement is from a young Alaskan boy who called him “the funny man with the wonderful 
words.” He and his wonderful, heroic wife, Robin, have homeschooled their seven children and are 
now proud grandparents of fourteen, making their home in Northeastern Oklahoma’s beautiful 
green country.  
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Rachel  has been homeschooling for 18 years. She has been married to Steve for 27 years 

and has been blessed with four children. Prior to homeschooling, she graduated from Cincinnati Christian 
University (formerly known as Cincinnati Bible College) with degrees in Music and Business. She worked in 
Human Resources, Information Technology Department, and as a Music Minister at her local church. Once 
she had children and started to homeschool, she realized that one of her children has significant learning 
struggles. As a result, she has done considerable research learning how to teach the “Struggling Learner” in 
her family and loves to pass on her knowledge and experience to other parents looking for help. She just 
recently received her master’s degree in Special Education from Grand Canyon University.  Rachel travels 
across the US helping parents with their homeschooling journey. She has graduated three children and had 
been thrilled with her kids’ success as adults. She corresponds with parents, helping guide and support 
them in their homeschooling journey. In her free time, Rachel loves to read and travel with her family. You can 
reach her at Rachel.homeschooling.champion@gmail.com 

 Cathy Heckendorn is a Homeschool Survivor. She loves that term because she went into 

homeschooling kicking and screaming, but after graduating all four of their children, she says it was the 
best decision ever made for her. Cathy has lived the challenges, comedies, struggles, joys, tears, and 
victories that home education has to offer, and now, she desires to encourage and empower other parents 
to embrace all those things as they set out on their own calling to “train up their children” and to share 
that not only can they survive, they can also watch their children thrive! Cathy has been married to her 
high school sweetheart, John, for 35 years. They have raised and graduated all four of their children and 
now enjoy watching them take the reins of their own lives as they marry (two married and another 
engaged) and have children to train up themselves (one spunky granddaughter and  one smiley grandson, 
so far). Besides serving on the CAPE-NM Board, Cathy enjoys all the amenities that living on a ranch 
provides, reading books, playing games with friends and family, and curling up on the couch with a hot cup 
of tea and a friend. 

 

As owner of College Advising and Planning Services, Glenda Durano works with private, public, and 

homeschooled students in every aspect of the college planning process. She is one of fewer than 500 
individuals in the world who has obtained the highest level of certification in educational consulting: 
Certified Educational Planner. An award-winning author and speaker, Glenda speaks frequently to students 
and families about college admissions. She is a professional member of the Higher Education Consultants 
Association and the National Association for College Admissions Counselors as well as author of several 
books including College Planning For Christians:  Finding Your Fit Without Losing Your Faith and College 
Admissions Made Easy: A Step-by-Step Guide. 

 

Monica Irvine is the President and creator of The Etiquette Factory, Co-Founder of 

FUNdamentals4Kids and a retired Homeschool Mom. Monica is a master motivator and dedicated 
instructor who excels at motivating children and parents to strive to be their best selves. As a Certified 
Etiquette Instructor and Life Coach and working in the hospitality industry for 33 years, Mrs. Irvine 
specializes in etiquette and professional instruction to help ensure the success of each individual both 
personally and professionally. Mrs. Irvine is the published author of six books on etiquette & parenting and 
a national speaker, speaking to thousands of parents, educators, professionals and children every year. 
Residing in Knoxville, Tennessee, with her husband, Charles, Monica spends her free time enjoying the 
outdoors of East Tennessee and spending time with her family of three boys and two granddaughters. You 
may contact Mrs. Irvine at monica@TheEtiquetteFactory.com.

mailto:Rachel.homeschooling.champion@gmail.com
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Kristin Overman and her husband Tim, homeschool their five boys and have one more on the way. 

God has laid on their hearts to help families by equipping and encouraging parents to disciple their kids or 
as Kristin calls them, their warriors.  Kristin and Tim started the ministry of Abundant Homes based on 

Psalm 127, with a vision to build families God’s way. They consider parenting the greatest job, especially 
after their struggle to conceive and adopt. Kristin loves learning and teaching. Her passion is to organize 

Information and make it clear, applicable, and fun for others. Above all her calling is to spread the good 
news that Jesus has come to give life. He gives it Abundantly, and our homes should reflect this truth! The 
Overmans live in Albuquerque and love spending time outdoors, being active, and enjoying time with their 
animals and friends. Besides times with family, friends and animals, Kristin loves reading, writing, and 
singing. 

 

 

Nicole Radigan is a wife to William and mom to six kids. They 

have graduated three and plan to homeschool the remaining three, 
all the way through high school. She and her family own more than 
5,000 books and have checked out about 9,000 from the library. 
They have spent 10,000 hours reading and collecting the best ones. 
She has always loved sharing great books with other children! She 
believes stories are the way God speaks to our hearts, drawing us to 
Him! She loves His story best! 
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Mindy Brouse is a mom to seven sarcastic and witty children ranging from 26yrs to 7yrs. She has homeschooled for over 25 

years, graduating four and plugging away with three more, including a daughter with Down syndrome. She has been in leadership for 
several homeschooling co-ops and companies and has started her own co-op for the coming school year.  She loves encouraging 
fellow homeschoolers, being around homeschooled kiddos, hiking in the Sandias, and reading every novel she can get her hands on. 

 

 

 

Longtime homeschool mom Daniela Byers has been homeschooling for 12 years and graduated her first child this May. She loves 

the classical education model with its emphasis on the character, heart, mind, and soul of each student and giving them the tools of 
learning for a lifetime. 

 

 

Dale Cox is a professional food scientist (B.S. and M.S. Food Science) with 23 years’ experience working in the food industry for 

companies such as Kraft and Kellogg’s.  Now his company produces experiment-based print and self-paced online food science and 
physics courses for the whole family. 

 

Adelina Fast is a recently widowed mother of three adult children and two grandchildren who has homeschooled children and 

grandchildren, for the past 30 years. She is passionate about sharing wellness and preparedness that she has learned from years of 
traveling through the United States, Mexico, and Israel as a missionary and pastor/evangelist’s wife. Throughout her travels, she has 
discovered that nutrition is a basic, yet critical, need that is often overlooked. She now enjoys sharing information that others may 
learn, and in turn, teach others to do the same. 

John Kinzer and his wife, Marcie, have four adult children and have homeschooled all four since 1989. John has taught and 

administered in Christian Schools in both elementary and secondary classrooms since 1981. In 1994, he and Marcie began Rio 
Grande Enrichment Studies to assist families who homeschool. John also teaches America’s Christian History and Christian 
Worldview classes to interested adults. In 2009, John began to teach classes in history, education, government, and geology for 
Noah Webster College. John has a BA degree in Geology from the College of William & Mary, and an MA degree in Christian School 
Administration from Grace College. He and Marcie live in Cedar Crest, NM.  

Adelaide Olguin will help you create a homeschool experience that makes your heartbeat with excitement, has your kids going 

on and on about what they’re learning, and silences the doubters, including that little voice in your head whispering that you aren’t 
enough to homeschool your kids. She wants your homeschool to be better than any other option out there. Language immersion 
program. Check! Traveling the world while you homeschool. Check! Focusing on what will actually help your child to be a successful 
adult. Double check! She is the creator of TalkBox.Mom, which has families talking in a foreign language the same day they start. But 
the most important part of her day is homeschooling her boys. 

Laurie Ross-Brennan, M.S. CCC/SLP, is a Speech & Language Pathologist and owner of Laurie Ross-Brennan & Associates, open 

since 1984. Her current staff of 25 includes 22 Speech & Language Pathologists who focus on treating all ages of clients with any type 
of speech and language disorder. Laurie received advanced training by Dr. Guy Berard in July 1993 in Auditory Integration Training 
(AIT). Every year she treats over 200 AIT clients in her Albuquerque and Santa Fe clinics. Laurie was the 2012 Employer of the Year, 
awarded by the New Mexico Professional Business Women Association. In keeping with her excellence in business, Laurie was a 
finalist for the Entrepreneur of the Year Award and the New Mexico Ethics in Business Award. Laurie routinely speaks at conventions 
for business owners, healthcare professionals, educators and parents. Laurie and her staff’s primary focus is to change the lives of 
every patient who walks or rolls through her door. She graduated from UNM and raised her three children in Albuquerque. Laurie is 
a fifth generation New Mexican. 
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Deanne Smith grew up in Colorado. While attending Milligan College in northeast Tennessee, she met her wonderful husband. 

They have three fabulous children who are 23, 21, and 14. Providentially, she had the opportunity to attend an IEW teacher-training 
course in the summer of 2006. It resonated with her immediately. Since then, she has been teaching IEW’s method in some 

form, becoming an instructor at the Certified Level in 2010, and renewing her accreditation recently. She was blessed to further her 
training by attending IEW’s Writing Educator’s Symposium in July 2010. In 2018, she was invited to become a Regional Exhibitor for 
IEW, and she loves telling people about this exceptional program at homeschool conferences. Currently she has the privilege of 
teaching IEW’s Structure and Style method at a University Model School in Denver, Colorado. 

 

 

 

Devon Spencer has been a part of American Heritage Girls and Trail Life USA organizations for four years.  Since starting she has 

become a part of the area team for both organizations focusing on development of new troops. The whole Spencer family is 
involved, with husband Josh being an area team member and a leader for Trail Life and their son Graham being a Hawk. Their twin 
girls recently turned five and have joined American Heritage Girls at the pathfinder level.  They have been homeschooling for four 
years in Hernandez, New Mexico, where they are a part of a church plant, compete in Scottish highland dancing, and give creation 
evangelism seminars. 

Diana Turner is the Program Director and theatre and art teacher at Sightline Integrated Arts. She homeschooled her three 

children and continues to teach in the ABQ homeschool community. Diana taught and directed theatre for youth for over 20 years. 
She was the Drama Director/Teacher at the Rio Grande Enrichment Studies (RGES) where she produced The Count of Monte Cristo, 
The Sound of Music, Twelfth Night, Fiddler on the Roof, Robin Hood and many more. Sightline Integrated Arts is a “drop off” 
homeschool enrichment program that offers CORE and ARTS classes for ages 6-18. Sightline’s focus is integrating the arts into core 
curriculum and vice versa. This year, she directed the full-length production of The Secret Adversary with her high school 
Performance Class (last year they performed The Tempest) and her younger acting students wrote and performed their own fairy 
tales. Diana has a master’s degree in education and taught in APS for several years. 




