
 

 

Trash Into Treasure Workshop Handout 
 
Most of the time, you don’t need fancy science materials or 
equipment to have a fantastic science activity! Even though I 

love to bring the strange and unusual science to the stage with my fancy equipment, I am even more thrilled 
to help bring the science to you! Here is an extra science activity that turns your trash into treasure! 
 

Straw Kazoos!  
Materials Needed: 

- Plastic Straw 
- Scissors  
- A Little Patience 
- Adult Supervision (Because  

science with an audience is more fun!)  
 
Procedure: 
1. Bite down on one end of the straw to flatten out about 1-inch of the end of the straw! Try not to bend or 
curl it! 
2. Take your scissors and carefully cut off both corners of the straw where you flattened it. It should look 
something like the picture above! This creates two flaps that will vibrate and will make the “kazoo-like” 
sound. 
3. Seal your lips around the straw on the end with the two flaps you just created. Blow until you feel the 
straw vibrate and hear a sound come out. Have some patience!! You will have to reposition and try again 
several times before you find the “sweet spot”. Don’t breathe too hard for too long, you’ll find the 
technique! 
4. What happens if you cut the straw so that it is shorter than before? What if you use a wider straw? A 
narrower straw? 
 

 
Want to see and do more? Check out my YouTube Channel for videos like 
Science Girl’s Home Lab! Go to 
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCXeadkZB1tUxRT6cVbUw1iw or just 
scan the QR code with your camera on your phone!  
 

This second QR code will connect you to my website 
(www.sciencegirlslab.com) for more information on Science Girl’s Lab 
and how to get connected! 
 

Go Be Awesome! 
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