
Ideas for Hands-On Learning 
By Nancy Manos 

1. Quotes 

• Education is not the filling of a bucket but the lighting of a fire.  (William Butler Yeats) 

• It is not what is poured into a student, but what is planted that counts.  (John Hildebrand) 

• I hear and I forget. I see and I remember. I do and I understand. (Epictetus) 

• Education which is simply intellectual taxidermy – the scooping out of the mind and the stuffing in of facts – 

that kind of education is worthless.   The human mind is not a deep freeze for storage; the human mind is a 

forge for production. (Arthur H. Prince) 

• Much education today is monumentally ineffective.   All too often we are giving young people cut flowers 

when we should be teaching them to grow their own plants. (John W. Gardner) 

• If we succeed in giving the love of learning, the learning itself is sure to follow. (John Lubbock) 

• To waken interest and kindle enthusiasm is the sure way to teach easily and successfully. (Tryon Edwards) 

• From the very beginning of his education the child should experience the joy of discovery. (Alexander Pope) 

• The tongue of the wise makes knowledge appealing.  Proverbs 15:2 The New Living Translation 

• The tongue of the wise makes knowledge attractive.  Proverbs 15:2 Holman Christian Standard Translation 

• A wise teacher makes learning a joy.  Proverbs 15:2 The Living Bible 

2. Hands-on learning is multi-sensory learning 

Look for ways to incorporate the five senses:  touch, taste, smell, hearing, and sight. 

3. Incorporate various learning styles 

AUDITORY - Do things that involve the student listening and also speaking. 

VISUAL - Do things that involve the student seeing as well as representing in visual form (drawing, 

painting, writing, etc.). 

KINESTHETIC - Do things that involve physical movement. 

4. Hands-on learning activities can be used with all ages 

5. Teach children together whenever possible – it saves prep time and makes learning even more fun! 

6. Read aloud to your children regularly 

7. Motion-based activity ideas 

a. Marching, rolling, jumping 

b. Shooting baskets 

c. Jumping onto felt shapes, throwing a ball at felt shapes 

8. Review game and word game ideas 

a. Concentration games 

b. Create a word puzzle 

c. Create a board game 

d. Pictionary 

e. Sorting games 

f. Bingo 

g. Songs 

h. Words within a word 

i. Memory game 

j. Jeopardy 

 



9. Art Activities 

a. Sketch/draw 

b. Paint 

c. Sculpt 

d. Made models 

e. Make a diorama 

f. Make a collage 

g. Lap books, mini books, notebooks, scrapbooks 

h. Make a poster or display 

i. Make a graph, surveys 

j. Make, color, and label maps 

k. Make a salt-dough map 

10. Theatrical Activities 

a. Act out a story, retell a story 

b. Put on a puppet show 

c. Create a weather report, news report (video tape) 

d. Reader’s Theatre (www.teachingheart.net/readerstheater.htm) 

11. Other Activities 

a. Cooking/baking 

b. Music 

c. Gardening 

d. Creative writing 

e. Writing letters 

f. Rent, borrow, or buy videos that illustrate something you’re learning about 

g. Audio books 

12. A Few Resources 

a. Ignite the Fire!   (Terri Camp) 

b. The Ultimate Book of Homeschooling Ideas: 500+ Fun and Creative Learning Activities for Kids 3-12 

(Linda Dobson) 

c. Spelling Power Activity Task Cards (Beverly Adams-Gordon) 

d. Lyrical Life Science 

e. Science experiment books (library) 

f. Kids Learn America (Gordon and Snow) 

g. Activity guides – i.e. Old Testament Days;  Classical Kids: An Activity Guide to Life in Ancient Greece and 

Rome; Westward Ho! An Activity Guide to the Wild West; Colonia Kids: An Activity Guide to Life in the 

New World; Pioneer Days; More than Moccasins; Civil War Days; Revolutionary War Days, etc. 

h. Web search – Lesson Plans (topic) 

i. Discovering Great Artists (Kohl, Solga) 

j. Math for Fun Projects (Copper Beech) 

k. The Big WHAT NOW Book of Learning Styles (Carol Barnier) 

l. Creative Family Times (Hadidian/Wilson) – preschool activities 

m. Preschool At Home: What Do I Do With My Child Before Kindergarten (Debby Freely) 

n. Trail Guide to World Geography / Trail Guide to U.S. Geography (Cindy Wiggers) 

o. The Ultimate Geography and Timeline Guide (Maggie Hogan & Cindy Wiggers) 

p. 365 Days of Celebration and Praise (July Lavender) 

q. The Words You Should Know (David Olsen) 
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